
Outline and Assessment Method

Mandatory subjects:
Take one English, math,
language, and social science
class in both Grade 11 and Grade
12.
Study science for at least one
year.

Continuous assessment:
Every assignment and assessment
contributes to the cumulative course
grade.

Assessments Include:
Projects, group work, and classwork
Homework, participation
Presentations, journals, and quizzes
Exams, art projects, and lab work

Diverse subject options: 
Choose from maths, sciences, arts,
history, social sciences, business,
economics, English, Spanish, and
French.

Dual qualification pathways:
Spain: Combine with PAU exams to
achieve Bachillerato homologation
for Spanish university applications.
US & UK: Complement with AP
classes to apply to top universities
in the US and UK.
Global suitability: Accepted by
American and many European
universities, including international
campuses worldwide.

Year-long classes: 
All courses run for the full
academic year.

Course load: 
Students take 12 classes over 2
years.



Benefits of AP courses include:
Potential to earn college credit at some US universities by submitting AP
exam scores, allowing students to bypass certain prerequisite or freshman-
level courses.
Development of undergraduate-level skills, providing an advantage when
entering university.
Gaining an in-depth understanding of university course demands.
Enhancement of university applications, particularly for UK and US
institutions.

AP courses, designed by the US College Board, are challenging, university-level
classes that follow a curriculum typically found in first-year/freshman
university courses.

These are one-year courses
Culminate in an AP exam in May 
Contribute to the American HSD by continuous assessment
AP designation awarded to students that pass the culminating AP exam
Students in AP classes are expected to take the AP exam
Students take no more than 3 AP courses per year due to their rigorous
nature 
Students should expect 3-5 hours of independent work per week, per AP
class

What is Advanced Placement (AP)?

AP classes offered at Brewster Chamberí may include:
Calculus, Physics, Spanish Language & Culture, English Literature, English
Seminar & Research, English Language, Computer Science Principles,
Macroeconomics, World History, Chemistry, and Comparative Government

Do you have any questions? Speak to us!

Anneli Liesman - AP Coordinator
anneli.liesman@brewstermadrid.com 

Jean Maher - Chamberí Campus Director
jean.maher@brewstermadrid.com 

Daniel Alexander - Dean of Upper School
daniel.alexander@brewstermadrid.com 

brewstermadrid.com
brewster_madrid



Outline, Class Offering, and Assessment Method

IBDP Overview: 
All classes are two-year courses.
Students must take six subjects:

Two from Groups 1 & 2.
At least one from each Groups 3, 4,
and 5.
A sixth subject of their choice from
Groups 2–6.

Subject Levels:
Three subjects must be taken each at
Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level
(SL).

Students should expect 15-20 hours of
independent work per week.

Core Requirements:
In addition to six subjects, all students
complete the IBDP Core, which includes:

Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)
Extended Essay (EE)

Classes Available:
Group 1

Spanish A: Lengua y Literatura
(HL/SL).
English A: Literature (HL/SL).

Group 2
French B (SL).

Group 3
Business Management (HL) 

       (Required for Spanish universities).
Global Politics (SL).
Psychology (HL/SL).
Environmental Systems and
Societies (SL).

Group 4
Environmental Systems and
Societies (SL).
Biology (HL/SL).

Group 5
Mathematics: Applications and
Interpretations (SL) 

       (Required for Spanish universities).
Group 6

Visual Arts (HL/SL).Assessments:
All IBDP classes are externally assessed
with final exams at the end of the two-
year course (May/June).
HL courses: 80% external exam, 20%
internal assessment.
SL courses: 70% external exam, 30%
internal assessment.
Exceptions:

Visual Arts: 60% external assessment.
Mathematics SL: 80% external exam.

University Access
Students have direct access to UK and
European universities, as well as
Spanish public and private universities,
without the need for homologation.
The programme’s subject offerings
are tailored to support pathways in
humanities, social sciences, business,
economics, marketing, international
relations, politics, and related fields.



IB Diploma Programme American High School Diploma

Programme Structure:
Six courses over two years, plus the IB
Diploma Programme (DP) Core.
Three Higher Level (HL) and three
Standard Level (SL) courses.
Courses span two years with the same
teacher.

Mandatory Subjects:
Mathematics, Literature, Science, and
Language Acquisition.

Assessment:
Final grades are based on 2-3 external
exams (up to 80% of the grade).
Remaining 20-30% comes from teacher-
assessed projects, essays, or oral exams.

Grading:
Scored 1 to 7 per course, with a
maximum total of 45 (42 from courses +
3 from DP Core).
A minimum of 24 points is required to
earn the Diploma.

University Applications:
Suitable for elite, international, and
American universities (a score of 35+ is
recommended).
Applications use predicted grades based
on Year 1 (Grade 11) performance.

Programme Structure:
12 to 14 courses over two years,
depending on academic standing in
Grades 9 and 10.
Courses are one year long.
Graduation Requirements:
English every year.
Three years of Mathematics, Science,
and History/Social Studies across Grades
9-12.

Assessment and Grading:
Assessment is entirely internal and
varies based on course descriptions.
Graded on a D-A scale, with a maximum
GPA of 4.0.

University Preparation:
Suitable for applications to American,
international, and European universities.
In combination with AP exams, this
pathway is suitable for elite US and UK
universities.
Preparation for PCE exams makes it
suitable for Spanish university
applications.

University Applications:
Applications are based on the most up-
to-date GPA calculations.

Graduation Requirements:
English, Math, History/Social Science,
Language every year.
Three years of Science, one of Art
across Grades 9-12.

Do you have any questions? Speak to us!

brewstermadrid.com 

Jean Maher - Chamberí Campus Director
jean.maher@brewstermadrid.com 

Daniel Alexander - Dean of Upper School
daniel.alexander@brewstermadrid.com 

IBDP VS AMERICAN HSD
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